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Produced by Harold Reynolds, hjreynolds2 of rogers.com.

Boilerplate Stuff

This subzine was created for the purpose of reporting on the new Colonia-VIIB game, which I named after a (rather weak) Three Stooges short called "A Merry Mixup". Full-colour maps, as well as the moves, players and house rules, are recorded on my website, http://www.badpets.net/Diplomacy/MerryMixup/index.html. Information on Colonia VII-B, including maps, can be found at http://www.badpets.net/Diplomacy/Colonia_VIIB/index.html. It's a fun, almost stalemate-free, wide-open variant in which large empires can be built and then quickly lost, as I'm sure this game will show in due course.

Note that this game (and any others I may run) will have 4 separate seasons, which will eliminate the need for complicated conditional retreats, builds and disbands. I also play with no NMRs, which means that there will be fixed deadlines, but I will hold the results until I get all orders,

Players' e-mail addresses are listed as "xxx" of "yyy.zzz" instead of with the usual "@", in the manner now adopted by TAP. This inconvenience is done in order to thwart the spam-robots that surf the net looking for addresses to send their crap to. I hope that this isn't too much of an inconvenience.

Editorial

Nostalgia is a very strange state of mind – memories of events past that are tinged with the sense of longing to be able to return to the time and tempered with the knowledge that you cannot. My memories are all that remain of the high school that I attended for 5 years in London, Ontario, because in 1996 badly needed renovations were made to it. When we paid a visit to the school in 1997 during my wife’s 10th year class reunion, we got to look around and see what was done. Except for a couple of locations, no matter where I looked down the halls, what I saw with my eyes did not match with my memories. Though it looked great, and I know it was needed, I felt like something had been cut out of me. I was reminded of this loss, as well as the passage of time, when I came across the book I got at the school’s 125th anniversary reunion on October 4, 2003. Looking through the pictures and reading the text, I saw how much had happened in the 20 years since I’d left. I was actually rather annoyed at the people who put it together because it gave the time I was there short shrift, with no mention of any of the accomplishments of its students, save for the former Miss Universe of 1982, Karen Baldwin (and what an event that was!). I have my yearbooks (the latter three in which photographs of mine appeared) and my memories, selective though they may be. But I can’t go back, and that more than anything else is what nostalgia is all about.

In the middle of September, my eldest son went to 3 birthday parties in 3 days. From one, he brought home a whoopee cushion as a party favour. In a house with 4 boys (7, 4 ½, almost 3 and 17 months), you can guess what the reaction was. Loud bursts of rubbery flatulence, accompanied by squeals of boyish laughter. For several days. The novelty finally wore off when it was overinflated, and went bang instead of flurp. I was able to patch up the hole with some duct tape (useful stuff, that), and now it gets occasional use, especially for sound effects when they want me to read “Walter the Farting Dog”. If I’d seen this coming 20 years ago when I was starting Grade 13, I don’t know what I would have done…


A Merry Mixup (Miller # 2003 C gh14): Spring/Summer 1759
October 19, 2004

GM Commentary

Ottoman, Austria and China “go on strike”, having lost a vote to end the game in a draw. France gets a nasty stab from his former allies. The game has taken a decidedly strange twist!

Deadline for Fall 1759: November 6, 2004 (or sooner! You don't have to wait for the deadline!)
Moves Summary

Moves in [] fail, others succeed

Austria (Konrad Baumeister: konradbaumeister of hotmail.com): 

A Budapest H, A Galicia H, A Rumania H, [A Venice H] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB), A Vienna H, [F Adriatic Sea H] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB), F Greece H

China (David Hood: dhood of PHD-LAW.com): 

A Afghanistan H, [A Gobi Desert H] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB), A Mahratta H, A Nepal H, A Peking H, A Punjab H, [A Sinkiang H] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB), A Szechuan H, A Wuhan H, F Philippine Sea H, [F Taiwan H] (Annihilated!)

England (Dave Partridge: rebhuhn of rocketmail.com): 

A Amazon -> Colombia, [A Bavaria -> Hanover], A Benin -> Togo, [A Bhutan -> Burma], A Congo H, A Fezan -> Benin, [A Hanover -> Brittany], A Hesse -> Saxony, A Honduras S A Venezuela -> Mexico, A Malaya -> Siam, A Nigeria -> Ghana, A Nubia -> Fezan, A Samoa -> Tarawa, [A Silesia -> Bavaria], A Sudan S A Nubia -> Fezan, A Venezuela -> Mexico, [F Antwerp S French A Brittany -> Flanders], F Arafura Sea -> Manila, F Caribbean Sea C A Venezuela -> Mexico, F English Channel C A Hanover -> Brittany, F Gulf of Guinea C A Nigeria -> Ghana, [F Gulf of Panama -> Gulf of California], F Gulf of Siam -> Borneo, F Helgoland Bight C A Hanover -> Brittany, F Irish Sea -> North Atlantic Ocean, F Java -> Malay Sea, F Malay Sea -> Arafura Sea, F Quebec -> Massachusetts, F South China Sea -> Taiwan, F South Pacific Ocean C A Samoa -> Tarawa, F Subic Bay S F South China Sea -> Taiwan

France (John Power: jrpower of bechtel.com): 

A Brittany H, [A Burgundy -> Switzerland], [A Egypt -> Suez], [A Libya -> Egypt], A Louisiana H, [A Numidia -> Libya], A Ohio H, A Papal States -> Venice, A Rhine S A Burgundy -> Switzerland, A Savoy S A Papal States -> Venice, [A Switzerland -> Vienna], [A Timbuktu -> Numidia], [A Toulon -> Aragon], A Virginia H, F Aragon -> West Mediterranean Sea, F Cuba H, [F East Mediterranean Sea -> Greece], [F East Pacific Ocean -> Central Pacific Ocean], F Ionian Sea -> Adriatic Sea, F Ligurian Sea -> Papal States(wc), [F Mexico(wc) -> Gulf of California] (Annihilated!), F Naples S F Ionian Sea -> Adriatic Sea, [F Tarawa S F East Pacific Ocean -> Central Pacific Ocean] (Dislodged! Retreat to SOL, OTB), F West Mediterranean Sea -> Tunis

Ottoman (Paul Rauterberg: trauterberg of wi.rr.com): 

A Caucasus H, [A Crimea H] (Annihilated!), [A Kazakhstan H] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB), A Persia H, [A Yemen H] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB), F Arabian Sea H, F Baghdad H, F Hawaii H, F Jerusalem H, F Khandesh H, F Polynesia H, F Suez(nc) H, [F West Pacific Ocean H] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB)
Portugal (Jim Burgess: burgess of TheWorld.com): 

A Belem -> Ricefe, A Bengal S F Circars, A California -> Missouri, A Goa S A Nizam, A Madrid -> Aragon, [A Nizam S F West Indian Ocean -> Arabian Sea], A Oregon -> Manitoba, [A Surinam -> Venezuela], A Texas S A California -> Missouri, A Valencia S A Madrid -> Aragon, F Antarctic Ocean -> Tasman Sea, [F Bay of Bengal -> Burma], F Bering Strait S F Gulf of Alaska -> North Pacific Ocean, [F Central Pacific Ocean S English A Samoa -> Tarawa], F Circars S A Bengal, F Coral Sea S English A Samoa -> Tarawa, [F East Indian Ocean -> West Indian Ocean], F Gulf of Alaska -> North Pacific Ocean, F Lagos -> Gibraltar, F Mid-Atlantic Ocean -> Canaries, F North Pacific Ocean -> California, F SW Atlantic Ocean -> Mid-Atlantic Ocean, F Wake H, [F West Indian Ocean -> Arabian Sea], F Western Desert S F Antarctic Ocean -> Tasman Sea

Russia (Rick Desper: rick_desper of yahoo.com): 

A Amoy -> Jehol, A Ethiopia -> Yemen, A Kiev S A Lithuania -> Crimea, A Lithuania -> Crimea, A Manchuria -> Gobi Desert, A Mongolia S A Manchuria -> Gobi Desert, A Mozambique -> Tanganyika, A Omsk -> Kazakhstan, [A Poland -> Rumania], A Turkestan S A Uzbekistan -> Sinkiang, A Ural S A Omsk -> Kazakhstan, A Uzbekistan -> Sinkiang, [F Baltic Sea -> Poland], F Cape Colony -> Natal, F Diego Garcia -> South Indian Ocean, F East China Sea S F Japan -> West Pacific Ocean, F Gulf of Aden C A Ethiopia -> Yemen, F Japan -> West Pacific Ocean, F Red Sea S A Ethiopia -> Yemen, [F Sumatra -> East Indian Ocean], F Yellow Sea C A Amoy -> Jehol

Spain (Robert Paquin: robert.paquin2 of sympatico.ca): 

A Kenya S A Somalia, A Somalia S A Kenya, F Timor Sea H

Positions Summary

Austria: A Budapest, A Galicia, F Greece, A Rumania, A Vienna.

China: A Afghanistan, A Mahratta, A Nepal, A Peking, F Philippine Sea, A Punjab, A Szechuan, A Wuhan.

England: F Antwerp, F Arafura Sea, A Bavaria, A Benin, A Bhutan, F Borneo, F Caribbean Sea, A Colombia, A Congo, F English Channel, A Fezan, A Ghana, F Gulf of Guinea, F Gulf of Panama, A Hanover, F Helgoland Bight, A Honduras, F Malay Sea, F Manila, F Massachusetts, A Mexico, F North Atlantic Ocean, A Saxony, A Siam, A Silesia, F South Pacific Ocean, F Subic Bay, A Sudan, F Taiwan, A Tarawa, A Togo.

France: F Adriatic Sea, A Brittany, A Burgundy, F Cuba, F East Mediterranean Sea, F East Pacific Ocean, A Egypt, A Libya, A Louisiana, F Naples, A Numidia, A Ohio, F Papal States(wc), A Rhine, A Savoy, F Solomon Sea, A Switzerland, A Timbuktu, A Toulon, F Tunis, A Venice, A Virginia, F West Mediterranean Sea.

Ottoman: F Arabian Sea, F Baghdad, A Caucasus, F Hawaii, F Jerusalem, F Khandesh, A Persia, F Polynesia, F Suez(nc).

Portugal: A Aragon, F Bay of Bengal, A Bengal, F Bering Strait, F California, F Canaries, F Central Pacific Ocean, F Circars, F Coral Sea, F East Indian Ocean, F Gibraltar, A Goa, A Manitoba, F Mid-Atlantic Ocean, A Missouri, A Nizam, F North Pacific Ocean, A Ricefe, A Surinam, F Tasman Sea, A Texas, A Valencia, F Wake, F West Indian Ocean, F Western Desert.

Russia: F Baltic Sea, A Crimea, F East China Sea, A Gobi Desert, F Gulf of Aden, A Jehol, A Kazakhstan, A Kiev, A Mongolia, F Natal, A Poland, F Red Sea, A Sinkiang, F South Indian Ocean, F Sumatra, A Tanganyika, A Turkestan, A Ural, F West Pacific Ocean, F Yellow Sea, A Yemen.

Spain: A Kenya, A Somalia, F Timor Sea.

Supply Centre Ownership Summary

Owner may build in SCs that are in CAPS (if it's a Fall turn, of course). Those in [CAPS] are occupied by a unit and aren't available. 

Austria: Units: 5 SCs: 7 Builds 2:: [BUD], TRI, [VIE], gre, nwg, rum, ven

China: Units: 8 SCs: 11 Builds 3:: NAN, [PEK], [WUH], XIA, [MNL], afg, mah, nep, sin, tai, tib

England: Units: 31 SCs: 31 No Change:: EDI, LON, ant, hag, ANG, ECU, MLA, NIG, QUE, TAH, bav, bol, bor, bma, cam, col, con, fez, gab, han, hon, ire, jav, kam, nwy, pru, sam, sia, sud, tog, vza

France: Units: 23 SCs: 24 Builds 1:: BDX, PAR, [TOU], nap, DAK, FLO, [MEX], cub, egy, gha, lou, mas, mor, num, ohi, ont, pps, sav, tar, tau, tbk, tun, vir, vol

Netherlands: Units: 0 SCs: 0 No Change::

Ottoman: Units: 9 SCs: 13 Builds 4:: [BAG], IST, IZM, [JEM], cri, [HAW], bul, gua, iwo, kha, per, rab, yem

Portugal: Units: 25 SCs: 25 No Change:: LAG, LIS, mad, val, ALA, BRA, [GOA], MEL, [SUR], arg, azo, bah, bel, ben, cal, cey, fij, ifn, mba, niz, ore, ric, tex, van, wak

Russia: Units: 21 SCs: 21 No Change:: amo, [KIE], MOS, OMS, STP, VLA, CAP, den, die, eth, jap, kor, mal, man, mon, moz, nat, pol, sum, swe, zam

Spain: Units: 3 SCs: 4 Builds 1:: [SOM], ken, nwz, uga
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