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A Subzine of The Abyssinian Prince

Produced by Harold Reynolds, hjreynolds2 of rogers.com.

Boilerplate Stuff

This subzine was created for the purpose of reporting on the new Colonia-VIIB game, which I named after a (rather weak) Three Stooges short called "A Merry Mixup". Full-colour maps, as well as the moves, players and house rules, are recorded on my website, http://www.badpets.net/Diplomacy/MerryMixup/index.html. Information on Colonia VII-B, including maps, can be found at http://www.badpets.net/Diplomacy/Colonia_VIIB/index.html. It's a fun, almost stalemate-free, wide-open variant in which large empires can be built and then quickly lost, as I'm sure this game will show in due course.

Note that this game (and any others I may run) will have 4 separate seasons, which will eliminate the need for complicated conditional retreats, builds and disbands. I also play with no NMRs, which means that there will be fixed deadlines, but I will hold the results until I get all orders,

Players' e-mail addresses are listed as "xxx" of "yyy.zzz" instead of with the usual "@", in the manner now adopted by TAP. This inconvenience is done in order to thwart the spam-robots that surf the net looking for addresses to send their crap to. I hope that this isn't too much of an inconvenience.

Editorial

The passing of Remembrance Day (November 11) marks the unofficial end of autumn here in southern Ontario. Nearly all of the deciduous trees are bare and most of the leaves have been raked, bagged, and taken away for composting by the good folks in the city recycling trucks. We finally had our first killing frost just after the US election (all that hot air must have been drifting north, keeping us warmer than normal) so I had to cut away all the dead annuals as well as rake the leaves last weekend. My little back yard looks strangely barren without all the green foliage, as well as the 10x10 portable gazebo thing that also dismantled this weekend. Like with any continuum, I find it hard to know when winter exactly “starts” – I guess that we’re in a “pre-winter” holding pattern, and will be until we get our first snowfall, after which it will be winter for sure.

The advent of the colder weather also means that our cat has discovered that being inside isn’t such a bad thing after all. She tends to stay in the basement during the day out of reach of the kids, and comes up after they are put to bed. She is getting more tolerant of them, though, and they are learning to treat her more gently and not be so boisterous around and with her. It’s been a long time since I had a cat in my life, and I must say that I really missed it. One of Mama Cat’s quirks is that she won’t use the litter box, she has to go outside to relieve herself. She must have been on her own at quite an early age, and never box trained, because her kittens (now in other homes) took to the box readily. After a couple of unpleasant lessons on not letting her out, we now do so upon “request”. Something to add to my Bad Kitty List, I suppose.

I haven’t been in a mall recently, but I’m sure all the stores have their Christmas displays out and the muzak is all Christmas stuff. It makes me wonder how the people who work there can stand it, but I suppose that it just becomes part of the background noise that gets automatically filtered out. Maybe someday I’ll start to enjoy Christmas again. That would be nice. Christmas has always been stressful, and with 4 small kids and a budget that is all too vulnerable to serious hits (like unexpected car repairs), it hasn’t gotten any better. It’s hard to know what to get for the kids, because of the wide range in ages (7 years to 18 months) and because of the likelihood that toys and/or games with small parts (i.e. most of them) will have said parts distributed all over the house in short order. Lego and similar products is especially bad for this sort of thing, because the finished structures can’t withstand the stresses of being handled roughly and/or dropped, often repeatedly. Instructions invariably get lost in the drifts of paper and get inadvertently fired into the gray box during the periodic sweeps and purges that constitute our housecleaning. And everyone save for the oldest has too many clothes as it is. However, my suggestions of giving money to charity instead of getting clothes or toys are loudly and gleefully rejected, as are my attempts to persuade them that the path to contentment is in the abandonment of materialism in favour of more spiritual or intellectual pursuits. Maybe someday, when pigs have grown wings, I will succeed.


A Merry Mixup (Miller # 2003 C gh14): Fall/Winter 1759
November 14, 2004

GM Commentary: A very busy season. With Austria, Ottoman and China having thrown in the towel, and Spain all but dead, Portugal, England and Russia rush in to grab what they can, while still going after France, who is reeling from the nasty stab. England leaps to a huge lead with 9 builds and 40 SCs. EPR controls 97 centres, still not quite enough to be declared the joint winners. Provided that any of them actually wants this…

Deadline for Spring 1760: December 4, 2004 (or sooner! You don't have to wait for the deadline!)
Moves Summary

Moves in [] fail, others succeed

Austria (Konrad Baumeister: konradbaumeister of hotmail.com):

A Budapest H, A Galicia H, A Rumania H, A Vienna H, F Greece H. Winter: Disband A Galicia.

China (David Hood: dhood of PHD-LAW.com): 

A Afghanistan H, [A Mahratta H] (Dislodged! Retreat OTB), A Nepal H, [A Peking H] (Annihilated!), A Punjab H, A Szechuan H, A Wuhan H, [F Philippine Sea H] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB) Winter: Disband A Galicia.

England (Dave Partridge: rebhuhn of rocketmail.com):

A Bavaria S A Hanover -> Rhine, A Benin -> Numidia, A Bhutan -> Tibet, A Colombia -> Amazon, A Congo -> Uganda, A Fezan S A Sudan -> Libya,[A Ghana -> Timbuktu], [A Hanover -> Rhine], A Honduras -> Venezuela, A Mexico H, A Saxony S A Bavaria, A Siam -> Burma, [A Silesia -> Vienna], [A Sudan -> Libya], A Tarawa H, A Togo S A Benin -> Numidia, F Antwerp -> Hague, F Arafura Sea -> New Guinea, F Borneo -> Malay Sea, F Caribbean Sea C A Honduras -> Venezuela, [F English Channel -> Antwerp], [F Gulf of Guinea -> Ghana], [F Gulf of Panama -> Gulf of California], [F Helgoland Bight -> Antwerp], F Malay Sea -> Java, F Manila S F Subic Bay -> Philippine Sea, [F Massachusetts -> Virginia] (Dislodged! Retreat to GRA), F North Atlantic Ocean -> West Atlantic Ocean, F South Pacific Ocean S Portuguese F Wake -> East Pacific Ocean, F Subic Bay -> Philippine Sea, F Taiwan H. Winter: Build F Edinburgh, F Tahiti, F Quebec, A Nigeria, A Angola, A Malaya, A London, A Ecuador. Plays 1 short

France (John Power: jrpower of bechtel.com):

A Brittany -> Flanders, A Burgundy S A Rhine, A Egypt S A Libya -> Sudan, [A Libya -> Sudan], [A Louisiana -> Missouri] (Dislodged! Retreats OTB), [A Numidia H] (Dislodged! Retreats to Tauridia), A Ohio -> Massachusetts, [A Rhine S A Brittany -> Flanders], [A Savoy -> Toulon], A Switzerland S Austrian A Vienna, [A Timbuktu S A Numidia], [A Toulon -> Bordeaux], A Venice S F Adriatic Sea -> Trieste, A Virginia S A Ohio -> Massachusetts, F Adriatic Sea -> Trieste, [F Cuba -> Caribbean Sea], F East Mediterranean Sea -> Istanbul, [F East Pacific Ocean -> South Pacific Ocean] (Annihilated!), F Naples -> Ionian Sea, F Papal States(wc) -> Ligurian Sea, [F Solomon Sea -> Rabaul] (Dislodged! Retreats to Iwo Jima), F Tunis -> Algeria, F West Mediterranean Sea S F Naples -> Ionian Sea. Winter: Disband A Venice.

Ottoman (Paul Rauterberg: trauterberg of wi.rr.com):

[A Caucasus H] (Annihilated!), A Persia H, F Arabian Sea H, F Baghdad H, F Hawaii H, F Jerusalem H, F Khandesh H, F Polynesia H, F Suez(nc) H. Winter: No builds, plays 1 short.

Portugal (Jim Burgess: burgess of TheWorld.com):

[A Aragon -> Bordeaux], A Bengal S A Nizam -> Mahratta, A Goa -> Nizam, A Manitoba -> Ontario, A Missouri S A Texas -> Louisiana, A Nizam -> Mahratta, A Ricefe -> Dakar, A Surinam -> Belem, A Texas -> Louisiana, [A Valencia -> Aragon], F Bay of Bengal S English A Siam -> Burma, F Bering Strait -> North Pacific Ocean, F California S F North Pacific Ocean -> Gulf of California, F Canaries -> Morocco, F Central Pacific Ocean S F Coral Sea -> Solomon Sea, F Circars S A Bengal, F Coral Sea -> Solomon Sea, F East Indian Ocean -> Timor Sea, F Gibraltar S F Canaries -> Morocco, F Mid-Atlantic Ocean C A Ricefe -> Dakar, F North Pacific Ocean -> Gulf of California, F Tasman Sea -> New Zealand, F Wake -> East Pacific Ocean, F West Indian Ocean S A Goa -> Nizam, F Western Desert -> Coral Sea. Winter: Builds F Alaska, A Surinam, A Brazil, F Lisbon, F Melbourne, A Goa.

Russia (Rick Desper: rick_desper of yahoo.com):

A Crimea S A Kiev -> Caucasus, A Gobi Desert -> Xian, A Jehol -> Peking, A Kazakhstan -> Armenia, A Kiev -> Caucasus, A Mongolia -> Sinkiang, [A Poland -> Rumania], A Sinkiang -> Chinghai, [A Tanganyika -> Kenya], A Turkestan S A Mongolia -> Sinkiang, A Ural -> Kazakhstan, A Yemen H, F Baltic Sea -> Sweden, F East China Sea -> Amoy, [F Gulf of Aden -> Somalia], F Natal -> Somali Sea, F Red Sea -> Ethiopia, F South Indian Ocean S F Natal -> Somali Sea, F Sumatra H, [F West Pacific Ocean -> Rabaul], F Yellow Sea S A Jehol -> Peking. Winter: Army Cape Colony, Army Kiev, Army St Petersburg, Army Omsk, Fleet Vladivostok

Spain (Robert Paquin: robert.paquin2 of sympatico.ca): 

[A Kenya -> Tanganyika], A Somalia H, F Timor Sea -> Tasman Sea. Winter: Disband F Tasman Sea.

Positions Summary

Austria: A Budapest, F Greece, A Rumania, A Vienna.

China: A Afghanistan, A Nepal, A Szechuan, A Wuhan.

England: A Amazon, A Angola, A Bavaria, A Burma, F Caribbean Sea, A Ecuador, F Edinburgh, F English Channel, A Fezan, A Ghana, F Grand Banks, F Gulf of Guinea, F Gulf of Panama, F Hague, A Hanover, F Helgoland Bight, F Java, A London, F Malay Sea, A Malaya, F Manila, A Mexico, F New Guinea, A Nigeria, A Numidia, F Philippine Sea, F Quebec, A Saxony, A Silesia, F South Pacific Ocean, A Sudan, F Tahiti, F Taiwan, A Tarawa, A Tibet, A Togo, A Uganda, A Venezuela, F West Atlantic Ocean.

France: F Algeria, A Burgundy, F Cuba, A Egypt, A Flanders, F Ionian Sea, F Istanbul, F Iwo Jima, A Libya, F Ligurian Sea, A Massachusetts, A Rhine, A Savoy, A Switzerland, A Taureg, A Timbuktu, A Toulon, F Trieste, A Virginia, F West Mediterranean Sea.

Ottoman: F Arabian Sea, F Baghdad, F Hawaii, F Jerusalem, F Khandesh, A Persia, F Polynesia, F Suez(nc).

Portugal: F Alaska, A Aragon, F Bay of Bengal, A Belem, A Bengal, A Brazil, F California, F Central Pacific Ocean, F Circars, F Coral Sea, A Dakar, F East Pacific Ocean, F Gibraltar, A Goa, F Gulf of California, F Lisbon, A Louisiana, A Mahratta, F Melbourne, F Mid-Atlantic Ocean, A Missouri, F Morocco, F New Zealand, A Nizam, F North Pacific Ocean, A Ontario, F Solomon Sea, A Surinam, F Timor Sea, A Valencia, F West Indian Ocean.

Russia: F Amoy, A Armenia, A Cape Colony, A Caucasus, A Chinghai, A Crimea, F Ethiopia, F Gulf of Aden, A Kazakhstan, A Kiev, A Omsk, A Peking, A Poland, A Sinkiang, F Somali Sea, F South Indian Ocean, A St Petersburg, F Sumatra, F Sweden, A Tanganyika, A Turkestan, F Vladivostok, F West Pacific Ocean, A Xian, F Yellow Sea, A Yemen.

Spain: A Kenya, A Somalia.

Supply Centre Ownership Summary

Owner may build in SCs that are in CAPS (if it's a Fall turn, of course). Those in [CAPS] are occupied by a unit and aren't available. 

Austria: Units: 4 SCs: 4:: [BUD], [VIE], gre, rum

China: Units: 4 SCs: 4:: NAN, [WUH], afg, nep

England: Units: 39 SCs: 40:: [EDI], [LON], ant, hag, [ANG], [ECU], [MLA], [MNL], [MEX], [NIG], [QUE], [TAH], bav, bol, bor, bma, cam, col, con, fez, gab, gha, han, hon, ire, jav, kam, nwg, nwy, num, pru, sam, sia, sud, tai, tar, tib, tog, uga, vza

France: Units: 20 SCs: 20:: tri, BDX, PAR, [TOU], ist, nap, FLO, cub, egy, iwo, mas, ohi, pps, sav, tau, tbk, tun, ven, vir, vol

Ottoman: Units: 8 SCs: 9:: [BAG], IZM, [JEM], [HAW], bul, gua, kha, per, rab

Portugal: Units: 31 SCs: 31:: LAG, [LIS], mad, val, [ALA], [BRA], [DAK], [GOA], [MEL], [SUR], arg, azo, bah, bel, ben, cal, cey, fij, ifn, lou, mah, mba, mor, nwz, niz, ont, ore, ric, tex, van, wak

Russia: Units: 26 SCs: 26:: amo, pek, xia, [KIE], MOS, [OMS], [STP], [VLA], cri, [CAP], den, die, eth, jap, kor, mal, man, mon, moz, nat, pol, sin, sum, swe, yem, zam

Spain: Units: 2 SCs: 2:: [SOM], ken

Press and Commentary

Somalia-Russia: Had I asked first would you have agreed and let me have MY home center back?

Moscow - Somalia: If you'd asked, I might have given Somalia back. You didn't ask. At the time I was planning to build in Somalia. But you took it and stopped me from building. What really gets my goat is the fact that you had an unusable build when you did this. I hope you've had the sense to keep your fleet.
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